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So that utmost glory may be given to God, it is kindly requested that applause be held until the conclusion 

of the Sending Hymn.

I AM



Listening to Christ in His Own Words

In Jesus Christ, God did not remain distant or hidden. The Lord stepped into our world, shared our life, 
and walked among us in love. As people encountered Jesus, they sensed they were witnessing more than 
a simple teacher or prophet. From the beginning of His ministry, those who met Jesus found themselves 
asking the most important question a person can ask: Who is this man? 

The Gospel of John records Jesus’ own answer to that question. Rather than offering a simple declaration 
about Himself, Jesus chose to speak words designed to reveal His mission and the very heart of God. 
Again and again He said, “I AM.” With each declaration, Jesus shows us not only who He is, but what 
He offers to us.

In these words, Jesus names Himself as:

	 •	 the Bread of Life (John 6:35, 41, 48, 51)
	 •	 the Gate (John 10:7, 9)
	 •	 the Good Shepherd (John 10:11, 14)
	 •	 the Light of the World (John 8:12)
	 •	 the Way, the Truth, and the Life (John 14:6)
	 •	 the True Vine (John 15:1, 5)
	 •	 the Resurrection and the Life (John 11:25)

Together, these statements form a portrait of Christ that is both deeply personal and eternally true.
The music you will hear this morning has been chosen to reflect and respond to each of these I AM 
statements. Like a service of lessons and song, the music and readings are woven together to tell a single 
story. As Jesus speaks in His own words, the choir and orchestra respond in prayer and praise, giving 
voice to the Church’s wonder at the One who has come to save us.

All of these words lead us toward a final confession. The One who says “I AM” is the One whom the 
Church has named and worshiped for centuries. He is Jesus Christ, the Lord of life. As we listen this 
morning, may we be drawn not only to admire His words, but to trust Him more deeply and to follow 
Him more faithfully.

Thank you for being part of this service. May this time of listening and worship open our hearts to 
Christ’s voice and draw us more fully into the life He offers.

Nathan Schreer
Director of Music



The Worship of God

The Choral Call to Worship | Hymn of Praise | Mack Wilberg

Awake, arise and sing! Arise and sing all praise! O praise Him of endless days! 
Rejoice, resound with joy! Resound with joyous praise! O Praise Him of endless days! 
Awake, arise and sing! Resound with joyous praise! All praise to Him of endless days! 
Come every noble son, ye daughters, every one, and sing a hymn of praise: 
Glory to Him of endless days!

Let all the nations come, give glory to the Son, and now proclaim, “Alleluia!”
For He has justified, strengthened and sanctified, for on the cross our ransom paid.
Death’s dark sting is gone, sin’s mighty grip is done, 
for Christ burst forth in conquering light, His love is given to the world!

Eternal are Thy mercies, Lord, and truth eternal is Thy word; 
Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore till suns shall rise and set no more.

Then enter in and rest, a ransomed royal guest, to feast upon the bread of Life! 
And praise the Great I AM! Give glory to the Lamb, 
who gathers all of Israel within the tabernacle where He dwells:

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Then bear His precious name! Until our lives proclaim all praise and honor to our King, 
who our salvation brings with healing in His wings! 
Praise to God, our Father holy, and His Son, for us made lowly! Praise, O praise! 
Pour forth this hymn of praise; Glory to God! Glory to Him of endless days! Amen!

Incorporating text by David Warner, Isaac Watts, and Thomas Ken



The Welcome	 Dr. Bill Burch

 The Hymn of Adoration | Jesus Shall Reign | setting by Duane Funderburk

A Service of Scripture and Song

The First Lesson | The Word Made Flesh	 Dr. James Johnson

God So Loved the World | Dan Goeller

God so loved the world that He gave His only Son.
God so loved the world that whoever believes in Him, shall have everlasting life.
For God sent not His Son to condemn the world, 
but that through Him the world might be saved. 
God so loved the world that whoever believes in Him, shall have everlasting life. 
God so loved the world.

John 3:16–17



Panis Angelicus | César Franck

This text by St. Thomas Aquinas was written in the 13th century for the Feast of Corpus 
Christi, celebrating Christ’s presence in the Eucharist. Its simple words ask Jesus, the Bread 
of Heaven, to nourish His people with divine life. It serves as a reminder that the poor, the 
humble, and all those who serve are welcome at Christ’s table.

Panis angelicus	 May the Bread of Angels
Fit panis hominum	 Become bread for mankind;
Dat panis coelicus	 The Bread of Heaven puts
Figuris terminum	 All foreshadowings to an end;
O res mirabilis	 Oh, thing miraculous!
Manducat dominum	 The body of the Lord will nourish
Pauper, pauper	 the poor, the poor,
Servus et humilis	 the servile, and the humble.

St. Thomas Aquinas, 1225–1274

The Bread of Life
Why spend money on what is not bread, 
and your labor on what does not satisfy? 
Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, 
and you will delight in the richest of fare.

Isaiah 55:2

I AM



The Eternal Gates | arr. Howard Helvey

Cecil Frances Alexander, author of “All Things Bright and Beautiful” and “Once In Royal 
David’s City,” was one of the most significant English hymn writers of the 19th century. 
She wrote this hymn tune as a mediation on Psalm 24. While the original Psalm celebrates 
God’s kingship entering Jerusalem, Alexander expands the image to include Christ’s 
victory, His return to the Father, and the hope of Heaven for all who follow Him.

The eternal gates lift up their heads, the doors are opened wide, 
the King of glory is gone up unto his Father’s side.
And I’ll sing hallelujah, and you’ll sing hallelujah, 
and we’ll all sing hallelujah when we arrive at home.

And ever on our earthly path a gleam of glory lies, 
a light still breaks behind the cloud that veils Thee from the eyes.
And I’ll sing hallelujah, and you’ll sing hallelujah, 
and we’ll all sing hallelujah when we arrive at home.

Lift up our hearts, lift up our minds, and let Thy grace be giv’n, 
that, while we live on earth below, our treasure be in heavn’n;
And I’ll sing hallelujah, and you’ll sing hallelujah, 
and we’ll all sing hallelujah when we arrive at home.

That, where Thou art at God’s right hand, our hope, our love may be:
dwell in us now, that we may dwell for evermore in Thee.
And I’ll sing hallelujah, and you’ll sing hallelujah,
And we’ll all sing hallelujah, when we arrive at home.

	 Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818–1895

Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter 
through them and give thanks to the Lord. This is the gate 

of the Lord; the righteous shall enter through it.
Psalm 118:19–20

I AM
The Gate for the Sheep



“Sheep May Safely Graze” from Cantata BWV 208 | Johann Sebastian Bach

Sheep may safely grace and pasture
In a watchful shepherd’s sight.
Those who rule, with wisdom guiding,
Bring to hearts a peace abiding,
Bless a land with joy made bright.

Translation by Katherine K. Davis, 1892–1980

The Pastoral Prayer	 Rev. Catherine Boothe Olson

The Lord's Prayer | Our Father | Craig Courtney	 Festival Treble Choir

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory 
forever and ever. 
Amen.

Matthew 6:9–13

I AM
The Good Shepherd

The Lord is my shepherd, in Him I lack nothing.
Psalm 23:1



Let There Be Light | Gilbert Martin

This hymn text by J. Marriott was written in 1813, during a period of evangelical revival 
in England that emphasized spreading of the gospel to the whole world. The poem is a prayer, 
asking God to bring truth, healing, and sight to those living in spiritual darkness. Its repeated plea, 
“Let there be light,” echoes the creation story in Genesis, where God’s word first called light into being.

Thou, whose almighty Word chaos and darkness heard, and took their flight:
Hear us, we humbly pray, and where the gospel’s day sheds not it’s glorious ray, 
Let there be light!

Thou who didst come to bring, on they redeeming wing, healing and sight,
health to the sick in mind, sight to the inly blind: O now, to all mankind, 
Let there be light!

Spirit of truth and love, lifegiving, holy dove, speed forth thy flight;
Move o’er the water’s face, bearing the lamp of grace; and in earth’s darkest place, 
Let there be light!

Holy and blessed three, glorious Trinity, Grace, Love, and Might!
Boundless as ocean’s tide rolling in fullest pride, through the world far and wide,
Let there be light!

John Marriott, 1780–1825

The Lord is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life—

of whom shall I be afraid?
Psalm 27:1

I AM
The Light of the World



 The Hymn of Dedication | Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah | arr. Duane Funderburk

When directed, please stand and join in singing stanzas 1 and 3.

The Giving of God's Tithes and Our Offerings	 Rev. Angela House

	 Give online at www.NorthsideUMC.org/donate or text NorthsideATL to 73256.

The Instrumental Offertory | Lead On, O King Eternal | arr. Tim Fisher              Festival Orchestra

	 This hymn was written in 1887 by Ernest W. Shurtleff as a “class hymn” for his graduation from  
	 Andover Theological Seminary.  First sung at commencement, it was intended as a charge to his  
	 fellow graduates as they prepared to enter lives of ministry and service. While the music and text  
	 often evoke the idea of following a triumphant King, the hymn ultimately is a call to follow Christ  
	 in faithful service, love, and mercy.

I AM
The Way, The Truth, and The Life

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him,

and He will make your paths straight.
Proverbs 3:5–6



Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand 
in the way that sinners take, or sit in the company of mockers, but 

whose delight is in the law of the Lord, and who meditate on His law 
day and night. That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, 

which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither—
whatever they do prospers.

Psalm 1:1–3

Make Me An Instrument | Craig Courtney

O Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace:
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.

O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
it is in dying we are born to eternal life. 
Amen.

St. Frances of Assissi, 1181–1226

I AM
The True Vine



And Can It Be | Dan Forrest 	 Festival Tenor & Bass Choir

Charles Wesley wrote this text in May of 1738 following a profound renewal of his faith, just days 
after his brother John experienced a similar spiritual awakening. In that moment, Wesley found 
deep assurance in God’s grace and composed the words to this hymn, originally published under 
the title “Free Grace.” The text invites us to share in his wonder at the boundless mercy of God: 
“Amazing love! How can it be, that Thou, my God, shouldst die for me?”

And can it be that I should gain an interest in the Savior’s blood?
Died He for me, who caused His pain? For me, who Him to death pursued?
Amazing love! How can it be, that Thou, my God, shouldst die for me?

He left His Father’s throne above, so free, so infinite His grace;
Emptied Himself of all but love, and bled for Adam’s helpless race;
’Tis mercy all, immense and free, for, O my God, it found out me.

No condemnation now I dread; Jesus, and all in Him, is mine!
Alive in Him, my living Head, and clothed in righteousness divine,
Bold I approach th’eternal throne, and claim the crown, through Christ my own.
Amazing love! How can it be, that Thou, my God, shouldst die for me?

Charles Wesley, 1707–1788

I AM
The Resurrection and The Life

He will swallow up death forever. The Sovereign Lord will wipe 
away the tears from all faces; He will remove His people’s 

disgrace from all the earth. In that day they will say, 
“Surely this is our God; we trusted in Him, and 

He saved us. This is the Lord, we trusted in Him; 
let us rejoice and be glad in His salvation.”

Isaiah 25:8–9



The Final Lesson | But Who Do You Say That I Am?	 Dr. Johnson

At the Name of Jesus | Cindy Berry

Jesus, though He was God did not cling to His rights as God,
but laid aside His mighty power and glory. Taking the form of a servant, and becoming like man.
He humbled Himself and became obedient unto death, even death on the cross!

At the name of Jesus, ev’ry knee shall bow in heaven and in earth.
That ev’ry knee shall bow, and ev’ry tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord!
At the name of Jesus!

Adapted from Philippians 2:6–11

 The Sending Hymn | Praise to the Lord, the Almighty | setting by Mack Wilberg



THE GIFT OF MUSIC
The Festival Choir is part of Northside’s Music Ministry, bringing singers together to share their gifts 
in worship and to serve the church through music. We give thanks for the congregation, musicians, 

and volunteers whose shared faith and support sustain this ministry. If you would like to become 
involved in Northside’s Music Ministry, we would be glad to connect with you. Please speak with a 

choir member or a member of the Music Ministry staff to learn more.

We are thankful for the generous support of the Northside Church Music Fund donors, whose gifts 
sustain special worship services and the ongoing work of our music ministry. If you would like to 
support this ministry, please consider a gift to the Music Fund as we continue this shared work.

To learn more about this program and the Scripture, theology, and music that shaped our “I AM” 
Spring Festival service, we invite you to view the March 8 Festival Preview presentation at

 www.NorthsideUMC.org/festivalpreview.

A special thank you to our Facilities, Production, and Creative Services teams, 
whose faithful service helps make these worship offerings possible.
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THE FESTIVAL ORCHESTRA
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HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
Join us for Holy Week at Northside as we worship God on this holy day and celebrate 

the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Palm Sunday, March 29 
Traditional Service 

8:30 & 11:15am | Sanctuary
Contemporary Service 

9:00am | Watson Faith & Arts Center

Holy Week Communion, April 2 
Communion Service

12:00 & 6:30pm | Watson Faith & Arts Center

Easter Sunday, April 5 
Traditional Service

8:30, 9:45, 11:15am | Sanctuary

Contemporary Service
9:00 & 10:30am | Watson Faith & Arts Center

Enjoy the fun and joy that animals bring to children and adults alike 
during Easter before and after services.

Nursery is available for all services for children ages 8 weeks through pre-K.

For any questions or more information, 
visit www.NorthsideUMC.org/lent-easter.
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